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ABIDE 
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Isaiah 61:1-3.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan, answer the questions, and read the Commentary. Record 
your insights for personal reflection and application and use to interact with your group 
during the discussions. 

• OPTIONAL How did Jesus fulfill the prophecy detailed in Isaiah 61:1-3? Use scripture 
references from the New Testament to make your case. 

LEAD 
• Review the format of this particular lesson. Your group time will consist of sharing answers to 

the questions (which are in both guides) and the “Discuss” questions at the end of each set of 
verses (which are only in the Leader Guide).     

• Plan out the time you want to devote to each set of questions and the discussions.  

• Monitor the discussions as needed to ensure your group is adhering to the small group 

guidelines. 

• Make the closing a “call to action” for your believers. If you have unbelievers in your group 
be prayerful as you give them an opportunity to respond to the gospel.     

SHEPHERD 
• Connect with your group members to make sure everyone is “ok” after what could have been 

a tough holiday weekend. Encourage them and pray for them. 

• Pray for our church to love God, love others, and live the mission—sharing the gift of His 
favor with those who desperately need it. 
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The Gift of Favor 
ISAIAH 61:1-3 

11/29/2020 

MAIN POINT 
Jesus delivers the gift of God’s favor, and we are messengers of this favor to others. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 

group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

When have you delivered surprise good news from someone to another person or 
group?  

Why were you selected to deliver the news? What reactions did you receive from the 
recipient(s)? 

Most people prefer to be bearers of good news rather than bad news. Managers would rather 
tell their employees of an upcoming pay raise than an impending layoff. Doctors would rather 
give their patients a clean bill of health than a diagnosis of disease. Parents would rather tell 

their children that a new brother or sister is on the way than to announce, “Mom and Dad aren’t 
going to live together anymore.” Bearers of bad news often get blamed; messengers of good 
news often share in the joy of celebration.  

God called Isaiah to be a prophet in the latter half of the 8th century B.C. to deliver bad news to 

the people of Israel: a message of judgment on Jerusalem because of the people’s sin (Isa. 6:1-
13). That judgment came two centuries later when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem and the 
Lord’s temple in 586 B.C., taking most of the survivors into captivity to Babylon (2 Kings 25:8-12). 
Throughout his long prophetic ministry, however, Isaiah also saw glimpses of good news. He saw 

that God’s far-reaching, greater plan was to provoke His people’s repentance, in light of which 
the Lord would rescue them out of captivity and restore them to the promised land. The closing 
chapters of the Book of Isaiah emphasize God’s redemption and restoration of His exiled people 
and the city of Jerusalem. Chapter 61 reveals that one day God would send His anointed 

Messenger of good news to establish a new covenant community. That community, in turn, would 
take up the priestly mission of glorifying God before all the nations of the world and sharing the 
gift of His favor with those who are far from Him. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ISAIAH 61:1-3. 

Isaiah 61:1 

• What role does the Spirit play in verse 1? Why is His role important? 

• Use a Bible dictionary to define anointed. How is it used in verse 1 and in what way is it 
significant?  

• What is the Servant-Messiah’s mission and message? Do believers have this same mission 
and message? Explain.  

• Who are the intended recipients of the message? How are these people described? Are 
these descriptions literal, spiritual, or both? Explain. 

• What will the message accomplish for those who hear it and respond in faith? 

 

 

 

Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; 34:2; 61:2; Luke 4:14-21 

• Use a study Bible or Bible dictionary to define the Year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25). How 
does it represent the “year of the Lord’s favor”? 

• Is the “year of the Lord’s favor” a future event, or something believers experience in the 
present? Explain. 

• What is the “day of our God’s vengeance”? When will this day occur? How will it impact 
believers? Non-believers? 

 

 

 

  

Isaiah 61:3 

• Have you ever been in mourning? Describe your experience. What, if any, comfort did 
you receive? How did you respond to that comfort? 

• Make a list of what the mourners will receive. What do these gifts tell us about God’s 

favor? Have you received any of these gifts? If so, how did they impact your life?  

• How does the gift of God’s favor transform people into “righteous trees”? 

 

How does the biblical view of “favor” differ from the world’s? How 
does this difference challenge the believer’s efforts to share the gift 
of God’s favor with those who do not see that they are spiritually 
poor, spiritually broken, and imprisoned by their sin? 

 

 
DISCUSS 

 
DISCUSS 

Are you affected by what non-believers will face on the “day of our 
God’s vengeance”? If yes, how are you affected and how are you 
responding? If you’re not affected, are you curious as to the reason? 
What does this tell you about your spiritual state? How are you 
going to respond? 

 
DISCUSS 

How do “righteous trees” glorify God? What changes do you need to 
make to more fully display God’s glory in your life every day? 
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CLOSING 
Have you been blessed with the gift of God’s favor? 

• If so, identify a person with whom you will share this gift this week. Ask God to prepare 
their heart and prepare you to take advantage of the opportunity to share when it 

presents itself. 

• If not, ask God to reveal your spiritual poverty, your broken spirit, and your imprisoned 
state. Repent of your sins and put your faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior so you can begin 

a new life in God’s favor. 

PRAYER 
Praise God for sending Jesus to fulfill the mission of bringing good news of forgiveness and new 

life to the world. Thank Him for calling and equipping believers to be His gospel messengers at 
this time in history. Commit to obey Christ’s commission to tell the lost about the gospel wherever 
He leads. Ask the Lord to show your group practical ways to carry on His mission. 

COMMENTARY 
ISAIAH 61:1-3 

61:1-3 Much debate surrounds the identity of the first-person speaker of the first three verses of 
this chapter. He identified Himself as having the Spirit. This reference provides a connection to the 
Servant on whom God had placed His Spirit. Isaiah 11:2 states of the Messiah that “the Spirit of 

the Lord will rest on Him.” It is significant that 61:1-3 uses the language of anointing from which 
the word Messiah (“anointed one”) comes. Thus, it is best to consider the first-person speaker in 
this oracle to be none other than the Messiah-Servant. Jesus identified Himself as the embodiment 
of this passage when He read these verses in a synagogue, to the amazement of all who heard 

Him (Lk 4:16-30). 

61:1 The description of this future day as one in which prisoners will be freed and the poor will 
receive good news associates this time with the Jubilee, where slaves were freed and land 

reverted to the original owners (Lv 25). 

61:2 The same act can be designated as displaying the Lord’s favor as well as God’s vengeance, 
depending on whether a person is on God’s side or not. 

61:3 This verse emphasizes the reversal of fortune (from suffering to restoration) expressed in 

chapter 60. The reference to God’s people as righteous trees is reminiscent of Psalm 1 and the 
opposite of what is said of them in Isaiah 1:30-31. 


